Leah

Leah was the older daughter of Laban. She had a younger sister Rachel who had been
promised to Jacob in marriage. It is said of the two girls, "Leah's eyes were delicate, but
Rachel was beautiful of form and appearance.” When it came time for the wedding, her
father Laban substituted brides and Jacob found he was married to Leah instead of
Rachel, whom he loved. Their father said his reason for doing it was because in their
country it was customary for the older daughter to marry first.

Jacob had already worked seven years for Laban in order to marry Rachel, so he
agreed to work another seven years, and a week after the first wedding there was a
second one in which he received Rachel as his bride.

Leah longed for her husband to love her as he loved her sister, but it never happened.
She had her first son and named him Reuben which means "behold a son". She was sure
her husband would love her when she gave him a son. Her second son she called Simeon,
meaning "God hears". Her third son was Levi which means "companion™. Surely her
husband would be her companion now. The name of the fourth son Judah meant "let Him
be praised”. Then a fifth son Issachar, and a sixth Zebulun were born. She now had six
sons and continued to love her husband, but he did not return her affection. At a later
time she would have a baby girl, Dinah, who would be Jacob's only daughter. Rachel
meanwhile had not been able to have any children.



When Jacob left his father-in-law's country he started back to his own country and
was met by his brother Esau, whom he had tricked. Esau was coming to meet them with
400 men. Jacob feared for his family. He put the handmaidens in the front of the line,
next Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph were at the back of the line in the
most protected place. Leah again saw where she stood in the family. Jacob would not
protect her as well as he would protect Rachel and her child. Fortunately when the
brothers met, Esau's anger had cooled in the twenty years since they parted. He meant no
harm to Jacob and his family.

Jacob's family continued to grow until he had twelve sons and one daughter. Rachel
would have a son named Joseph, and later a son called Benjamin by his father.

God saw the suffering Leah endured and he blessed her above her more attractive
sister. Leah held a special place because of the sons she had. Her son Levi became the
father of the priestly tribe of Israel and his descendants include Moses, Aaron, Elizabeth
the mother of John the Baptist, Barnabas and Peter. From the descendants of Judah came
King David and Jesus, the Son of God.

At the end of their lives Leah was the wife who was buried with her hushand Jacob in
the Cave of Machpelah. .

You can read about Leah in Genesis chapters 29-33.
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