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Jesus entered the city of Capernaum. In the city was a man, a Roman soldier who was
the captain over 100 soldiers. He was a centurion. His servant was very sick to the point
of being ready to die. This soldier was admired by many including the elders of the Jews.
They said he loved their nation and even built a synagogue for them. Even as a Gentile he
was allowed to worship with them in this place of worship.

The centurion sent the elders of the Jews to Jesus to plead for him that Jesus would heal
his servant who was paralyzed. As they neared the house he sent friends to tell Jesus it
wasn't necessary for him to come to the house, but just to say the word and his servant
would be healed. What faith he had in Jesus!

The soldier felt he was unworthy for Jesus to come to his house. Being a man of authority
he know just a word from Jesus could accomplish the healing. As a captain he could tell a
soldier what to do and it would be done immediately. He trusted in the authority of Jesus
in the same way.

Jesus was amazed at the amount of faith the man had. He said, "I have not found such a
great faith even in Israel." When the men returned to the house they found that indeed the
servant had been healed even though Jesus came nowhere near him. This miracle is in the
middle (summer) of the Great Galilean Ministry. (year 2) People from every neighboring
community come to hear him tell of His Father's love and mercy!
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