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The painting of The Blue Boy is perhaps one of the most well known works by 

Gainsborough (GAINZ burro). It is thought it is a picture of Jonathan Buttall, who was 

the son of a wealthy hardware merchant. It is painted with oil paints on a canvas and is 

quite large; 48 inches wide and 70 inches tall. He painted it over another painting he had 

already started to paint.  

 

Thomas Gainsborough was born in England and began drawing when he was very young. 

He started taking lessons at the age of 13. It is said he once sketched a thief stealing from 

the Parson's garden so accurately, they recognized him as a man from the next village. 

The culprit was apprehended.  

 

Gainsborough is noted for his portraits, but before he started doing portraits he was a 

painter of landscapes. He still included landscapes even in his portrait painting. In the 

painting on the left of Mr.and Mrs. Andrews the landscape is as equally important as the 

subjects. Evidently they are the landowners, but not the ones who work the land.  

 

The middle picture, The Harvest Wagon was painted in 1767. Notice the use of light and 

dark colors in the picture and the depth perception. The picture almost looks 3-

dimensional.  

 

The picture on the right is Sarah Siddons who was a famous actress during that time. 

Gainsborough was one of the artists she commissioned to paint her portrait. It is said he 

had trouble getting her nose to look just right.  

He was a musician who played the viola. He once said, "I paint portraits to live, 

landscapes because I love them, and music because I can't leave it alone".  

 

He brought objects into his studio to include in his landscapes. Once he used a head of 

broccoli as his model to represent woods in a background.  

 

When he was nineteen years old he married a well-to-do woman named Margaret Burr. 

Her income helped him to get started as an artist.  

 

He painted many pictures in his lifetime; more than 500 paintings. About 200 of these 

were paintings of people. He became wealthy because the rich people wanted him to 

paint pictures of their families.  

 

Near the end of his life he was bothered by a swelling in his neck which proved to be 

cancer which would cause his death. He settled his business, got his affairs in order and 

died on August 2, 1788.  

Learn more about Gainsborough at http://gardenofpraise.com/art39.htm 


