Elizabeth, Mother of John
Elizabeth was a descendant of Aaron. She was married to a priest of Israel named
Zacharias. It was said of them that they were both "righteous before God, walking in all
the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless". She and her husband were
both getting quite old and they had never had children.
One day Zacharias was serving as priest in the temple and the angel Gabriel appeared to
him. It frightened him, but the angel told him to not be afraid. God had a message for
him. Elizabeth was going to have a son! After all these years their prayers were being
answered. Zacharias was to name him John.

The angel said of the child that was to be born that he would be great in the sight of the
Lord. He was not to drink wine nor strong drink, and he would be filled with the Holy
Spirit. His mission would be to prepare the people for the coming of the Lord.

Zacharias didn't believe what the angel had spoken to him. Because of his unbelief he
would not be able to speak until the child was born. He would be mute.

The people outside the temple wondered why he was staying so long in the temple. When
he finally came out and was speechless, they knew he had seen a vision in the temple.

True to the words of the angel, Elizabeth did conceive a child. She hid herself for five
months and didn't go anywhere. One day she had a visitor. It was her cousin Mary, who
had also been visited by the angel Gabriel who told her she would be the mother of Jesus.
But even before Mary could tell her the news, Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit,
already knew. She said to Mary, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb! But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to
me? " Mary then began her beautiful song .
"My soul magnifies the Lord,
And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.
For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant;
For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed."
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months, then she went home. By now it was time
for Elizabeth's baby to be born. When the baby arrived, her friends and relatives were so
happy for her. They all supposed he would be named Zacharias after his father, but
Elizabeth said, "No, he shall be called John."

John? None of their relatives were named John. Surely Elizabeth must be mistaken. They
made signs to Zacharias asking him about the child's name. He asked for a writing tablet
and wrote, "His name is John." Then his silence was broken and he could talk again. He
began praising God for the wonderful event which had taken place. People wondered,
"What kind of child will this be?" And Zacharias prophesied of him, "And you, child,
will be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to
prepare His ways."
Elizabeth and her husband raised the child and he grew and became strong in spirit.
Read the story at http://gardenofpraise.com/bibl87s.htm

