George Washington

George Washington became known as "The Father of Our Country". He is an important
person in the history of the United States.
George's great-grandfather came from England and became a landowner in America. He
owned more than 5,000 acres of land. George's father, Augustine, settled in
Westmoreland County, Virginia. This is where George was born to Augustine and his
second wife, Mary Ball. They had five more children after George was born.
He only went to school for 7 or 8 years, and his favorite subject was arithmetic.
His father died when he was 11, and he helped his mother take care of the plantation . He
grew very tall; 6 feet and 2 inches, and he liked to show how far he could throw rocks.
When he was sixteen he went to live with his half brother, Lawrence, who had inherited
Mount Vernon from their father. Later on George would inherit the estate from Lawrence
since Lawrence did not have any surviving children. George married a widow , Martha
Custis. They never had children of their own, but they raised Martha's two children, John
Parke Custis, who was called "Jacky", and Martha "Patsy" Custis. Then after Jacky's
death in the war, they adopted two of his children, their grandchildren.
Men came to Philadelphia to meet with the First Continental Congress. Washington
thought he would be a good man to be general of the army, so he showed up in a uniform
he had designed himself. The men agreed he would be the best person for the job.
The people of America wanted to be free of the rule of England and fought for that
freedom.
Washington was a good general. At one time Congress could not pay the soldiers and the
soldiers started to rebel. The general spoke to them about the need to keep fighting and he
said he himself would accept no pay until the war was won. The soldiers began to cry and
there was no talk of mutiny after that day.
Washington was always trying to become a better person. He worked to learn how to
write neatly so people could read his writing easily. To improve his manners, he copied
110 rules or sayings written by a French priest. One of his favorites was: "When walking
with a great man, don't walk right beside him, but somewhat behind. Stay close enough
that he may speak easily to you."
The people wanted to make him king, but he thought the country needed a different kind
of government. They elected him president in 1789. He received a unanimous vote by
the men who were doing the electing. Every one of them voted for him.
He served for two terms; 8 years, as president. The people wanted him to run for a third

term, but he said, "No", and went back to the plantation.
He later returned and became Commander in Chief of the Army.
In 1799 he became ill with a sore throat. The doctors in those days did not know how to
treat an illness, and some think their treatment caused his death.
It is said of Washington he was "First in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his
countrymen".
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